ALGEBRA 2


2012 - 2013

Mr. Ogston 

Room 2

Email:  jogston.ahs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us
A web page is available on the Analy website. 

Welcome to Algebra 2!
Algebra 2 is an advanced course in the college preparatory sequence.  Basic concepts are reviewed and new skills are presented.  Students will solve systems of equations, solve radical equations, add and subtract polynomials, combine complex numbers, determine relationships involving the conics, explore logarithmic and exponential functions and understand patterns in geometric and arithmetic sequences. The current text used for this class is  Algebra 2,  McDougal Littell There are many resources for the text online. This includes an online copy of the text, practices, games, tutoring help and assessments.  A thorough understanding and competency with Algebra 1 is necessary to do well in this class.  You will find much of Algebra 2 is refining and enhancing the skills you already have. The class will give you the tools needed to do well in a variety of mathematics courses and in life.  The course can be both challenging and interesting. 

To access the text online follow these directions: Go to http://activate.classzone.com
The page will open and redirect you to put in an activation code.

The code is 3318339 - 30. Be sure to fill in the first 7 digits in first box and last two digits in the last box. You will then be asked to create a student account. Create only one account and use your name, otherwise it may be deleted.

Expectations: 

Students will be in their assigned seats and prepared to work by the tardy bell.  

Supplies to be brought daily

   3-ring binder with white lined binder paper
  Pencil and eraser

  Red colored pen or pencil –   do not use yellow highlighter, black or blue pen

  Composition book – (best is the sewn binding) – not a spiral book!

  Graph paper – (4  or 5 squares per inch, white or green engineering)

Text    -Although we don’t use the text in class most days, you may bring your own or arrange to trade, bringing in the text with one other person. If you know you will have access online to your text at home you may also choose to leave your text in your locker for easy access.

  Scientific calculator – be sure it can do logs and probability

Grading Policy

Grading is as follows:


Homework:

20%


Notes/Participation:
 5%


Tests and Quizzes:
55%


Final Exam:

20%

Assignments / Homework: You will be given at least one assignment every day. Becoming competent in a sport, music and in school all require practice. In Algebra, homework is an important component of your learning and understanding of the material. You need to plan to spend time everyday on your homework. You need to try each problem, write down what you know, what you have tried, and the questions you will ask me the next day that will get you going on the problem. If you have shown this effort, and written this information on your homework page, I will grade it according to your effort and your explanation. Get the phone number of at least 2 classmates, to check on assignment changes. Points are earned by completeness of assignment, neatness, showing work, self-correcting your work and accuracy. 

YOU MUST SHOW YOUR WORK TO EARN THE HOMEWORK POINTS! 

To earn Homework Points: (Including HW(homework) and CW(classwork)

· Each numbered assignment will be done separately, in pencil, on graph paper (4 or 5 squares per inch) or on white, lined 8.5 x 11 binder paper. (Do not use spiral notebook paper)

· Show all work. This includes writing out the original problem. Show work on word problems by drawing and labeling diagrams. 

· Your name, period, and assignment number  will be put on the upper left-hand corner of  paper.

· Work down the paper using no more than 2 columns. Do not crowd your work. Leave a blank line between each problem so corrections can be made

· Problems must be numbered and in order

· Box all solutions that require work

· Check odds in back of book

· Show all class corrections using red pen and state the number incorrect on top of page



Name


 Alg 2, Period


Assign #



1.


2.

All work assigned is due the next class day.  Completed work may be stamped allowing student to correct work and turn in for full credit the following class day.  Students who are missing 2 or more assignments may be given a mandatory tutorial referral. 

For an excused absence, you will be given one class day for each absent class day, up to one week. There is no make-up allowed for cuts.  Write ABSENT across the top. Check your work with the overhead from class. This will need to be done on your time – such as tutorial – not during the class. 
All approved absences must get HW before absence and be turned in by regular due date or first day of attendance, if gone for the entire day.  Examples of approved absences are vacations, Convention and College Fair.

2 late assignments per quarter will be accepted, for up to 3 points each. These should be turned in by the section/chapter test on the material. Write LATE across the top of page.

Tests and Quizzes:   There will usually be one quiz and one test for each chapter. There will also be periodic, short assessment quizzes. Once or twice a semester a Mastery Quiz/Test will be given. On these special tests a student must receive an A, and will be required to retake a version of the test until a score of 90% is achieved. A score of 0 will be recorded until then.


If you are absent the class day before the test you will still be expected to take the test with the rest of the class. It will be up to you to review on your own. A make-up test will be permitted for an excused absence by the next two tutorials following return. There is no make-up allowed if the absence is due to a cut. See me on the first day of return for other times to take the test if tutorial time will be used for testing in other subjects.


Testing procedures for class are very rigorous.  There is no speaking, turning around or passing of items during the entire testing time, even if you are finished.  Any violation will require taking a make-up test or quiz during the next tutorial.  There will also be a 10% loss of points from the test.  If a student is caught cheating on a test or quiz there will be no points awarded and no make-up allowed.  A referral to the administration will be given.  


After completing a test you may work on the assigned homework.  If you finish you should have a book, magazine or other homework, etc. for your use.  There will be no talking until everyone is through, so bring something to keep you busy.

Participation:  Participation points are given each day.  Students lose points by not being on task during Warm-ups Homework/Assignment, or lecture time.  A tardy may lower participation grade as class activities begin at the bell.  Students may also earn an extra point for homework or warm-up problem presented at the beginning of class.  Other options will be available, for example tutoring other students during tutorial period.

Portfolio/Notebook:  A composition book with all notes and warm-ups is required. A 3-ring binder with appropriate sections is recommended for clean binder paper, graph paper, assignment sheets, worksheets, handouts and returned homework.

The Notebook grade will be based on composition book checks and notes. Chapter notes are collected and graded on Test day. If you are absent be sure you have borrow the notes from a classmate and rewrite them in your composition book. Check to see if any Note Handouts were distributed and make these up also. 

Projects:  During each semester at least one project may be assigned.  These may be graded in the HW or Test sections.

Discipline Policy:

· Follow the School Rules.

· Be courteous and respectful to everyone.

· Language will be courteous and respectful.  No swearing or name-calling.

· Food and drink in the class will be determined, by me, based class responsibility in keeping a clean environment.  A water bottle is acceptable.

· Listen during lecture time, participate during group or partner time and stay on task during   and homework/assignment time. Help to maintain a productive classroom environment. Interference with the learning process is not acceptable.

· Cell phones are to be turned OFF – not on silent! Texting will result in confiscation of the phone and will be sent to the office. 

· As per school rules, music players (ipods etc) will not be allowed in class.

· Herding is not allowed.  Remain in your seat when the bell rings, until you are dismissed.

Consequences:

· A warning will be given. (Cell phones/music players will be confiscated without warning.)
· The student will stand outside, within 6 ft of the door, until we can conference.

· Possible detention at lunch/after school. 

· Call home to parents. Conference with parents/student.

· Referral to administration.

Based on severity of infraction an immediate referral and/or call home may result.

*  *  *  *  *  *


HINTS

I am available during tutorial if you need help. See me if you need more help and we can arrange some time before or after school. I can refer you to a tutor or tutorial center for ongoing help beyond the Tutorial time. 

Working with other students makes math more enjoyable, gives greater understanding and helps you to communicate mathematically.

PARENTS:

The syllabus should be kept in your student’s binder. Please reread the policy at a convenient time for you. Take particular note of the homework and cell phone policy.

Please note the email address! Do not hesitate to email me to ask questions, to find out your child’s progress or to let me know of any concerns or problems.

Sign and return this back page.

I have read and understand the 2012 – 13 Algebra 2 syllabus. 

Print Student Name: ____________________________  Period: _______

Student signature: _____________________________      

Print Parent/guardian Name:  _____________________

Parent/guardian signature: _______________________

Parent/guardian email: ______________________________

